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Abstract

Purpose: Understanding the current situation and challenges of long-term care service provision
for older adults with visual impairments (OAVI) is crucial to facilitate interprofessional work between
long-term care providers and vision rehabilitation professionals. This study aimed to investigate the
current situation and challenges of long-term care service provision for OAVI.

Methods: An online questionnaire survey was conducted. The participants were Japanese
professional care providers, currently engaged in caregiving for the older adults, including
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, nurses, care workers, and nursing care managers.
Participant recruitment was conducted through a Japanese online survey company. The questions
included the experience of caring for patients with OAVI and difficulties they encountered during
caregiving. A descriptive analysis was conducted.

Results: A total of 1011 valid responses were analyzed. Of the 1011 participants, 878 (86.84%)
had experienced caregiving practices for OAVI. Among those who had experienced caregiving for
patients with OAVI, 827 (94.19%) had difficulty providing care. The most common specific care
that pertained difficulties for caregiving were “mobility (walking)” and “basic activities of daily living
(BADL)".

Discussion: Most Japanese professional care providers had the opportunity to provide care for
OAVI, and many encountered difficulties in providing care, such as mobility- and self-care-related
activities. In long-term care for OAVI, mobility and BADL may be key to interprofessional work
between long-term care providers and vision rehabilitation professionals.
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